
Skills progression
Expressive Art and Design

Our goals: I can use my imagination to share my ideas variety of ways 
(role play, music, singing, art and models).
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I can play alongside an adult with small world 
toys.
I can play alongside others with small world toys, 
sometimes making links.
I can create sound effects and movements when 
playing with small world objects, sometimes with 
prompting.

I can create sound effects and movements when 
playing with small world objects.
I can make believe by pretending using sounds, 
movements, words or/and objects.
I can take part in simple pretend play, using an 
object to represent something else when they are 
similar. 

I can take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something 
else even though they are not similar. 
I can create stories using small world equipment.
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I can join in with music and singing with support. I can experiment with different materials and 
movement to create music.
I can sometimes sing familiar songs.

I can sing familiar songs.
I can remember and sing entire songs. 
I can listen to sounds and respond to what I have heard, expressing thoughts 
or feelings.
I can create my own songs or improvise a song around one I know. 
I can play instruments to express feelings and ideas.
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I can observe and sometimes have a go at using 
my senses to explore and experiment with 
different materials and movement.
I can have a go at using my senses to explore and 
experiment with different materials and 
movement.
I can use my senses to explore and experiment 
with different materials and movement, 
sometimes with support.

I can use my senses to explore and experiment with 
different materials and movement.
I can experiment with different materials and 
movement to create models and pictures.
I can join different materials and explore different 
textures.
I can explore colour and colour mixing.

I can join different materials and explore different textures.
I can explore colour and colour mixing.
I can explore different materials, having ideas on how to use them and what 
to make. 
I can create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use these shapes 
to represent objects.
I can draw adding details, such as adding facial features to a circle.
I can develop my own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express 
them.
I can make imaginative and complex small worlds with blocks and 
construction.
I can use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises.
I can show different emotions in their drawings and paintings.
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